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Parents as Teachers kid playing during Fall Discovery Time.

SCHOOL SUPPLY GIVEAWAY SUCCESS!!!

Join us for a Tour!

We are pleased to announce that
we have just wrapped up our
most successful school supply
giveaway ever! With the help of
donations from companies
across the Denver metro area,
volunteers, and staff, Growing
Home was able to provide 1,310
students with backpacks and
school supplies!
A huge thank you to everyone
who helped set up a school

Learn more about Growing

supply drive, donated supplies, provided financial support,
and/or volunteered to hand out backpacks during the giveaway.
The giveaway would not have been a success without all of your
help. THANK YOU.

Home's work nurturing children,
strengthening families, and
creating community. And find
out how you can help!
The next tours are:

A GROWING HOME FAMILY STORY

Thursday, November 12 @
12:00pm

Cynthia has been with Growing Home since September 2014
and came to us through the Blocks of Hope program and
Tennyson Knolls Elementary School, where she has a second
grader. Cynthia has three children in all; her husband serves in
the Navy Reserve and is stationed in California. This October he
will be deployed to Africa for nine months, where he will be
building schools (he is an electrician by trade) on several naval
bases.

Thursday, December 10 @
12:00pm

Now that Cynthia is caring for three children by herself, while
her husband is away, she has signed up for Parents as Teachers.
She loves the Parents as Teachers program and resolutely
believes that education is the key to solving the problems
involving poverty. Cynthia is determined that her children will
prosper in school.

The Holiday Season is quickly
approaching and Growing Home
is gearing up for another great
year helping families celebrate
with their loved ones. We have
many ways for you, your family,
your office, or your faith group to
make an impact this season.

Cynthia has also completed the Incredible Years program. She
said, "Incredible Years helped me so much. I learned that my
oldest child is different from my youngest, because of their ages
and because of their temperament. I came from Mexico and was
raised by my grandmother. In Mexico, kids are not important;
they are just kids. But here, kids are important, and I had to
learn to control my temper, and teach them to control theirs. If
kids can't control their emotions, they will be tempted by drugs,
and their lives will be over. My kids will not go to drugs."

VOLUNTEER SPOTLIGHT: KATHY MARQUEZ

RSVP to
kristen@growinghome.org

HOLIDAY GIVING SEASON

Thanksgiving Baskets

Provide a traditional Thanksgiving
holiday meal for one family.
Please include a gift card for a
turkey or ham (those are too big
to store at Growing Home, and
often difficult to transport home!)
Drop Off at Growing Home:
Thursday, Nov. 19th, or
Friday, Nov. 21st
8:30am‐5:30pm
Or by special arrangement.
Contact erik@growinghome.org

Growing Home would like to
highlight Kathy Marquez as the
Volunteer of Quarter! Kathy has
been volunteering in the food
pantry for several years, but
when she recently acquired her
degree in Project Management,
she knew she could help Growing
Home in a new and exciting
way. Being a food pantry
volunteer, she was well aware of
certain constraints of the existing
space and was eager to help
improve the food pantry
process.
Kathy volunteered to serve as the Project Manager of Growing
Home's Feeding Families Food Pantry renovation. We asked
Kathy the hard hitting questions for this spotlight. She was
happy to share her love for Growing Home and the families we
serve.
Why and how did you get involved with Growing Home? I first
found Growing Home through my church. After visiting a few
times to deliver Christmas gifts, I decided to give more of my
time and began volunteering in the food pantry. I think this was
in 2010. For me, volunteering is something that is fulfilling and
adds balance to my life. It is a way to connect with others.
Growing home has always been a warm, welcoming place and
working in the food pantry, I am able to see first hand the good
the organization does for the community.
What surprised you most about volunteering at Growing
Home? I have volunteered in two roles. Primarily as a food
pantry volunteer, where I get to interact with clients and some
staff. It is rewarding work which I expected, but getting to know
the staff and fellow volunteers has been an added benefit. It is a
nice community of people all working toward a common goal.
In my project manager role, I was able to hone some project
management skills and this job also gave me the opportunity to
grow and learn about myself and what I want to do
professionally in the future.
What would you tell someone who is thinking about
volunteering at Growing Home? I would encourage anyone to
come in and give it a try. It is a relaxed environment where there
are many opportunities to give depending on your interest and
comfort level. It is fulfilling work where you can see first hand
the result of your volunteer efforts.

Toy Drive and Adopt‐a‐Family

Make the Holidays brighter for
children and families. Be on the
lookout for an email from
Growing Home in November with
more information!

WAYS TO GIVE
By Pell Fender, Development
Director
This quarter's "Ways to Give"
topic is planned giving. For most
of us, what comes to mind when
we hear "planned giving" is a
bequest ‐ that is, leaving a
nonprofit such as Growing Home
in one's will. Indeed, this is the
most common form of a planned
gift, one which is simple and easy
both to imagine and to execute.
However, understandably, we
may wish to provide for our loved
ones before thinking about the
well‐being of a charity. One can
do both. While those with no
heirs may be more inclined to
give their entire estate to a
nonprofit, it is more common for
people to remember a nonprofit
such as Growing Home with part
of their estate; best is a
percentage, rather than a dollar
amount (this avoids potential
conflict among other beneficiaries
of your estate). Including Growing
Home in your will is as simple as
executing a codicil indicating your
wishes, a simple and inexpensive
procedure. And you do have a

How you have seen your work make an impact? I believe that
donating my time as project manager allowed for the successful
completion of a renovation project as Growing Home does not
have the resources to hire or dedicate a staff member to that
specific a role. I believe that the food pantry physical
improvements have made for a more functional and efficient
food pantry. My hope is that the shopping experience for clients
and the work experience for volunteers has improved. Also, I
believe that the improvements made to the administrative
suites that Growing Home staff occupy have made a more
efficient, productive and pleasant work experience for staff and
volunteers.
Thank you, Kathy for your skills, your dedication, and your
humor throughout the renovation project! You have truly
made an impact and we couldn't have done it without you!

RENOVATION COMPLETE!

will, don't you?
Planned giving actually includes
many additional vehicles for both
benefitting a nonprofit and ‐ if
desired ‐ sheltering assets. These
include pooled income funds,
gifts of real estate or liquid assets,
charitable remainder trusts,
charitable lead trusts, annuities,
and variations of each. These are
complicated, address specific
circumstances in the donor's life,
and require the assistance of a
tax specialist and/or lawyer.
On November 17, long‐time
Growing Home friend, volunteer,
and Building Homes Society
member Rich Broyles is hosting a
gathering at Noah's, in
Westminster, from 5:00pm‐
6:30pm, on behalf of Growing
Home. Drinks and snacks are
provided. Rich will get you
thinking about ways to benefit
your heirs and Growing Home. No
attempt will be made to sell you
anything, nor will you be asked to
make a donation.
Contact pell@growinghome.org
or 720‐407‐1986 to attend.

VOLUNTEER
Bigger and better than ever!

Thank you to all of our volunteers who helped with
recent renovation projects.

There are many ways to volunteer
your time and talents with
Growing Home! Right now, we're
especially looking for:
Tutors! Work with
Tennyson Knolls
Elementary students on
Tuesdays from 3:00pm‐
4:30pm.
Food Pantry volunteers.
We're especially looking
for individuals who are

Growing Home has
finished its renovation,
doubling the size of the
Food Pantry, reallocating
space within other office
suites, and creating more
suitable space; included
was a move of the Day
Center to the Lutheran
Center, on Samuel. This
project spanned five months and was almost entirely performed
by our incredible volunteers.
As a result, Growing Home has many, many people to thank.
Dozens of volunteers pitched in. Kathy Marquez, who holds a
degree in project management, supervised the renovation,
working tirelessly beginning in March, to plan and implement
this multi‐phase project.
Board member Chris Del Hierro and his family worked a number
of evenings to reconfigure Teva's and Pell's offices, substantially
increasing and improving their spaces. Included in Chris' crew
were Mike Helgeson, Gentry Muniz, Nick Del Hierro, Brian
Dodek, Asher Weinberg, Larry Taggert, Marcus Del Hierro, Jacob
Del Hierro, Mike Del Hierro, and Noah Del Hierro. New carpet
was donated by Denver Flooring and Finishes and installed by
Ivan Manjarrez (husband of Parent Educator Luisanna Avena)
and his associate Jorge Barraza; Judah Parker helped us take
apart and reassemble large pieces of furniture. Cheri Notary,
Erika Klein, Lisa Taggert, Chad Powell, and Board members Jason
Dean and Kay Phelps made financial contributions to the office
reconfiguration project.
Employees from Carmax, Guy Dragon (officially, "paint and
space expert"), Dave Rogers, Charles Hutchcraft and Jim Towle
helped with furniture moving and demolition in the Food Pantry,
as did Eagle Scouts Zach and Ben Jha.
Painters were many and awesome: Mike and Mary Ellen Litzau,
Leo and Mindy Gerard, Kathy Hammer, missionaries from the
Mormon Church, Elie and Braden Deshommes, Jane Snyder, and
first‐year family medicine residents from St. Anthony's North
Hospital all helped. Thanks to them and Growing Home Founder
Kathleen Drozda, who arranged for their service.
Growing Home's loyal friends also helped fund the renovation.
With a total cost of about $30,000 ‐ much of it in technology
expenses ‐ contributions were made by Mike and Mary Ellen
Litzau, Carmax Foundation, American Furniture Warehouse,
Kathy and George Hammer, and St. Mark's Church. Sooper

available Thursdays from
9:45am‐12:30pm.
Marketing and
Communication
Committee members. Do
you have graphic design
skills or branding know‐
how? Consider joining a
Growing Home committee.
Data Entry volunteers.
Flexible hours helping
Growing Home complete
data entry projects.
Contact erik@growinghome.org
or 720‐407‐1987 for more
information or to schedule a
volunteer orientation.

SHOUT OUT
Thank you to the following
foundations and corporate giving
programs for their recent grant
awards to Growing Home:
The CarMax Foundation
City of Thornton
The Denver Foundation
Denver Post Charities ‐
Season to Share, a
McCormick Foundation
Nathan B. and Florence R.
Burt Foundation
Spirit of Christ
Temple Hoyne Buell

READ MORE
Growing Home's 2014 Annual
Report
Poor families in Metro Denver
move a lot creating challenges to
service ‐ Colorado Public Radio
Affordable housing is crucial

Credit Union donated handsome office furniture. Dick Brence
and our neighbor down the hall, Lee Chiropractic Center, each
donated a desk to the Development Office.

Denver area's economy ‐ Denver
Post, Opinion

Growing Home is very grateful for all ‐ including our landlord ‐
for their help and support in contributing to this effort. If by
chance we have not acknowledged you, please inform the
Development Office and accept our apology.

JOB OPENINGS
Are you interested in joining Growing Home's growing team?
Visit our website to learn about Careers at Growing Home.

Every penny counts!
Please consider making a gift to Growing
Home today. Click here to DONATE.
Thanks for reading and thanks for being a
part of our Growing Home family.

GROWING HOME
3489 W. 72nd Ave. Suite 112
Westminster, CO 80030
303‐426‐0430

Like us on Facebook!
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